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The future of humanity will probably depend, more than anything else,

upon our emerging self image: upon our coming beliefs about our own

nature in relation to the whole of which we are parts. Such beliefs will fix

our core values, and thereby control the kind of world we humans will 

strive to create.

Self image and values are created jointly by culture, intuition, and

science. The claims stemming from these three sources have not been 

harmonious. However, the message from science has been shifting.

Within the deterministic framework of classical physics every human action

was formerly asserted to be completely determined by the physical past. 
Hence every human idea, to the extent that it is physically effective, became 
reduced, causally, to its physical counterpart in the brain. However, this 
classical-physics-based reduction of the human person to his physical aspects 
was rescinded by quantum mechanics. In orthodox quantum theory our 
conscious choices of our actions are NOT causally determined in any known 
way by the physically described aspects of nature. Yet these choices can be 

at least partially understood as arising from reasons and values, which 

reside in the realm of mind. Moreover, the detailed structure of the predictions of quantum mechanics entails a deep-seated global interconnectedness of the consequences of our spatially separated individual efforts. Thus the transition from classical to quantum physics allows a person's science-based self-image to be elevated from that of an isolated mechanical automaton to that of an integral psycho-physical participant in a non-local process that gives form and meaning to the unfolding universe.
This quantum conception of human beings, being based on objective science equally available to all, rather than arising from special personal circumstances, has the potential to undergird a universal system of basic values suitable for all persons, without regard to the accidents of their origin. With the diffusion of this quantum understanding of human beings science may fulfill itself by adding to the material benefits it has already provided a philosophical insight of perhaps even greater ultimate value.  
Any switching to new beliefs requires a re-shaping of old ones. At this 

meeting we have heard reports from many scientific fronts---from basic 

physics, to biology, to cosmology---of evidence-based challenges to

prevailing scientific dogmas. The case of physics has already been described. 
In biology, it is estimated that the likelihood of the formation on earth of the original cell is close to zero. In cosmology, there appears to be an effectively null likelihood that the laws and initial conditions of the universe would be as hospitable to life as they 

in fact are. And in the area of religion there are conflicting scholarly interpretations of texts, both Christian and Islamic.
.

All of this activity suggests that our ideas about ourselves in relation to the rest of the world are in a state of flux, preparatory to a major paradigm shift that will achieve a new level of integration---this time of the physical and mental aspects of ourselves, and of the world. The growing indications of the lack of full determinateness of the understandings provided from any single path to knowledge raise the logical possibility that the different approaches will illuminate different aspects of a unified whole not perceivable from any single perspective alone.

To allow the emergence of a more complete conception of ourselves and the world, based on evidence that transcends cultural and religious divides, it may be necessary, in order facilitate the influx of needed diverse insights, to soften dogmatic approaches in favor of openness to rational dialog. An environment of conciliatory rationality would allow us to
capture the varied elements that we need in order to create, cooperatively, a full flowering of the potentialities for the future of humanity.
